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sponsibility for the life of the Generalissimo, and had
protected him so far against hostile elements. But he
could not protect him against the bombs of his own
War Minister or the indignation of a threatened
populace.
The Young Marshal, knowing that he had the sup-
port of the Communists, seems to have taken the final
decision on his own responsibility. Early in the after-
noon he rang up Yang Hu-cheng and informed his
astonished colleague that he was himself flying the
Generalissimo back to Loyang. Short notice was
advisable, for "Bandit Yang" was made of tougher
material and had an unforgiving nature. But Yang
apparently gave his consent to the arrangement. Any
other alternative would have involved risks too great
to be faced.
As it was, the trip to the aerodrome had its hazards.
That afternoon there had been a rumour that Fu
Tso-yi, commander of the Chinese defending forces
in Suiyuan, was arriving by plane. At the air-port a
considerable crowd had gathered.
Towards four o'clock two cars drove rapidly
through the gates, past the waiting crowd and on to
the field. Dumbfounded, some onlookers thought
that they recognised, in the slight figure huddled in
the back seat of the first car, the pale features and
black moustache of the Generalissimo.
The whisper ran through the group of spectators.
It could not be true. If it had reached the ears of
some young officers who had sworn a blood-pact that
Chiang would never leave Sian alive, there would
certainly have been more violence in the Shensi
capital. But the car drove close up beside Marshal